Where Do [Vlicroe Plastics Come From
And How Do We Remove Them
From Our Beaches?

* Up to 14 million tons of plastics enter the world’s oceans every year. Millions of people throw plastic
waste into rivers around the world which eventually makes its way to the ocean. So 90% of plastics come from
rivers. The other 10% enters the ocean from Cruise Ships, Fishing Boats, Container Ships, and Barges. These
plastics never go away, and eventually break down into smaller and smaller pieces called micro plastics.
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* Micro plastics absorb a multitude of
chemicals, such as PCB and DDT, which are
extremely toxic. Studies done on marine plastic
fragments have shown that they can absorb more
than 150 different chemicals. On a hot summer
day, or if someone builds a fire on the beach with
their kids to roast marshmallows, the fumes from
these chemicals can be released into the food or
taken into the respiratory system of anyone in the
area.

* Micro plastic fragments can be hard to spot.
While walking on the beach, you may not notice them since they can be mixed in with natural organic material,
or buried in the upper layers of sand.

* Plastics have affected nearly every species in the marine food web, and micro plastic has been
documented by NOAA as being responsible for the death of 1,000,000 seabirds every year. Micro plastics are
now found in fish, and shellfish such as oysters, clams and crabs. These are foods that we are eating that could
contain toxic elements of micro plastics.

* Sea Turtles Forever/Blue Wave specializes in large-scale marine plastic removal operations along the
North Coast, and has been working in the area for the past 12 years. In 2021 STF/Blue Wave removed 6,196
pounds of micro plastic from local beaches. We Take Pride in cleaning up our beaches, and making a
difference for our Oceans, Wildlife, Beaches and Planet.

* Sea Turtles Forever/Blue Wave is a non profit organization, so your donations have a significant impact
and are tax deductible. Together We Can Work To Clean Up Our Beaches!

For more information or to donate
go to the website at:

www.seaturtlesforever.org
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